
Hymns and Lessons for the Eve of St. Barnabas Day  
 

Opening Hymn: 

 
 

Psalms: 112 (p. 483) and 146 (p. 522) 
 

First Lesson: Sirach 31:3-11 
 

The rich man toils as his wealth accumulates, 
    and when he rests he fills himself with his dainties. 
The poor man toils as his livelihood diminishes, 
    and when he rests he becomes needy. 
He who loves gold will not be justified, 
    and he who pursues money will be led astray[a] by it. 
Many have come to ruin because of gold, 
    and their destruction has met them face to face. 



It is a stumbling block to those who are devoted to it, 
    and every fool will be taken captive by it. 
Blessed is the rich man who is found blameless, 
    and who does not go after gold. 
Who is he? And we will call him blessed, 
    for he has done wonderful things among his people. 
Who has been tested by it and been found perfect? 
    Let it be for him a ground for boasting. 
Who has had the power to transgress and did not transgress, 
    and to do evil and did not do it? 
His prosperity will be established, 
    and the assembly will relate his acts of charity. 
 
Second Lesson: Acts 9:32 

 
 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at 
Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. And Peter 
said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he rose. And 
all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.  
 
    Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full of 
good works and acts of charity. In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, 
they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter rose and went 
with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him 
weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. But 
Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, 
arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and 
raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it became known 
throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one 
Simon, a tanner. 
 

Closing Hymn: 



 


