
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Liturgy for Holy Saturday 
The lighting of the Pascal Candle, The Vigil, and Evensong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



At the vigil, we remember the fervent hope of Christ’s light coming into the world. However, since the 
hope of Christ’s resurrection has not yet been complete, we observe the lighting of the new fire and 
the paschal candle, the vigil, and typically we would do the beginning of the communion service 
ending short of actual communion and in silence.  However, tonight we will have Evensong instead.  
 

The Lighting of the Pascal Candle  

 
The New Fire 

 
The whole church would gather on the porch, the new fire is then kindled, tonight we start in 
darkness and the priest pronounce from the back of the church – a devotional thought – as you are at 
home, you may wish to participate in this part of the service in darkness, you can also have a candle 
ready to light where noted in the service:  
 
Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night when our Saviour Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 
we gather with all the Church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus 
Christ. Through light and word, we celebrate the new life that Christ shares with us. 
 
a candle is lit and the priest says: 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Almighty God, who hast poured upon us the new light of thine incarnate Word; grant that the same 
light enkindled in our hearts may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Procession  
 
The candle being lit, the minister will processes into the church, the priest shall sing at the doors, the 
middle of the nave, and at the entrance of the sanctuary:  
 
Light of Christ 
Response: Thanks be to God.  
 

The Pascal Song: Exultet 
 
The Deacon or Priest shall stand before the Paschal Candle and proclaim:  
 
Rejoice now, all ye heavenly legions of angels, and celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation: and 
for the King who cometh with victory, let the trumpet proclaim salvation. Sing with joy, O earth, 
illumined with this celestial radiancy: and enlightened by the King eternal, thy Glory, believe and 
know that thou hast put away the darkness of all mankind. SO likewise let his holy Church, our 



mother, welcome the bright beams of light shed upon her: and let his holy courts be filled with the 
praises of his people. I pray and beseech you, therefore, dearly beloved, that all ye, who here are 
present seeking this heavenly brightness, make your supplication with me to the God the Almighty, 
that he would shew forth his mercy toward me. That he who in my unworthiness numbered me 
among his Ministers and called me to do him service: so also may vouchsafe to lighten my darkness, 
making me meet to praise this gift of light with thankfulness. Through his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord 
and redeemer: who liveth and reigneth with Him in the unity of the Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
Response: And with thy spirit.  
Priest: Lift up your hearts.  
Response: We lift them up unto the Lord.  
Priest: Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.  
Response: It is meet and right so to do.  
 
Priest: It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that we should at all time and in all places give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy, Father Almighty, Everlasting God. And that with the service of our lips 
we should glorify thee, and with heart and soul should praise thee, O God the Invisible and Almighty, 
and likewise thy only begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Who paid for us to thee, O 
Eternal Father, the debt of Adam’s transgression: and with his dear blood wiped away the reproach of 
our former offenses.  
 
Now therefore we sacrifice our Passover, wherein for us the very Lamb of God is slain, by whose Blood 
even the doors of his faithful people are made holy. Now is come the night wherein, our fathers the 
children of Israel were led forth out of Egypt, thou dividedst the sea and madest them to go on dry 
land in the midst of the waters. Yea, now is come the night that with the fiery pillar hath taken away 
the darkness of our condemnation. Now is come the night whereby all that believe in Christ upon the 
face of the earth, delivered from this naughty world, and out of the shadow of death, are unto grace 
renewed, and made partakers of eternal life. Now is come the night, wherein the bonds of death were 
loosed, and Christ harrowing hell rose again in triumph.  
 
For wherefore should man be born into this world, save that being born he might be redeemed? Oh 
how wonderful is this loving kindness unto us thy children! O how unspeakable is the love that thou 
hast bestowed unto us: who to redeem a servant delivered up thine only Son! O how great is thy 
providence in man’s necessity, to make by the Blood of Christ from Adam’s sin our salvation! O 
blessed iniquity, for whose redemption such a price was paid by such a savior! O night verily blessed, 
to thee alone that time and that hour were made manifest, when our savior Christ rose again from the 
death unto life! Now is the night whereof David said: behold the night is as clear as the day: then shall 
my night be turned into day. The holy mystery therefore of this night putteth to flight the deeds of 
darkness, purgeth away sin: restoreth innocence to the fallen, and gladness to them that mourn: 
casteth out hatred, brighteth peace to all mankind and boweth down mighty princes.  



 
Therefore in this night of grace, accept, O holy Father, this our evening sacrifice of incense: which thy 
holy Church by the hands of thy servants doth offer thee, wherein this candle of wax which thy 
creatures the bees did gather, is made a solemn oblation. Ye hear, brethren, the meaning of this pillar 
we have set up, which is in God’s honor the bright flame of fire doth set alight.  
 
Here the candle is lit – if you want to at home you may wish to light a candle here:  
 
Which though it be never so much divided, yet knoweth not variableness, nor loseth ought of its 
splendor. For wax that melteth  doth but feed the flame, for thereunto have God’s creatures the bees 
brought it forth, that it should give light in darkness.  
 
O night verily blessed, which did spoil the people of Egypt and enrich the Hebrews! O night, wherein 
heaven and earth are joined, and man is brought close to God. We pray thee, therefore, O Lord most 
merciful: that this candle, which we have lighted and consecrated before thee in thine own Name, 
may continue to shine forth without ceasing, and may vanquish all the shades of darkness. That being 
accepted before thee as a sweet savour, it may be numbered with the lights that thou hast kindled. 
May the Day Star find it burning when He dawneth into day. The Day Star that riseth and knoweth not 
his going down. But coming for from the places of darkness gladly giveth forth light unto all creation.  
 
We beseech thee, therefore, O Lord most merciful: that thou wouldst direct and guide us thy servants, 
and the hearts of all thy faithful family: and all those also that minister in thy service especially Walter 
our chief bishop, and thy servant Robert, our own bishop, so helping us with continual grace, that we 
may pass our time in rest and quietness, in the glad solemnity of our Redemption. Through the same 
thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord and Redeemer: who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost ever one God, world without end. Amen.  
 
The Exultet being ended we proceed immediately into the Vigil, all the lights in the church being lit (if 
you have participated at home in darkness, here turn on your lights).  
 

The Vigil  
 
The First Lesson. Genesis 1:1-2:4 
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 
And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 
And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning 
were the first day. 
And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from 
the waters. 



And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the 
waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. 
And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. 
And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry 
land appear: and it was so. 
And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God 
saw that it was good. 
And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit 
after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 
And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, 
whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
And the evening and the morning were the third day. 
And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: 
And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. 
And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: 
he made the stars also. 
And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 
And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw 
that it was good. 
And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 
And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that 
may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 
And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth 
abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl 
multiply in the earth. 
And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 
And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, 
and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. 
And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created 
he them. 
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 



And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. 
And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the 
morning were the sixth day. 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work which he had made. 
And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work 
which God created and made. 
These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the 
LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 
 

We say together the Bonum est confiteri. Psalm 92 
IT is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, * and to sing praises unto thy Name, O Most Highest; 
To tell of thy loving-kindness early in the morning, * and of thy truth in the night season; 
Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the lute; * upon a loud instrument, and upon the harp. 
For thou, LORD, hast made me glad through thy works; * and I will rejoice in giving praise 
for the operations of thy hands. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. Exodus 14:24-15:1 
And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians 
through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, 
And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee 
from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 
And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 
And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the 
morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the 
midst of the sea. 
And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that 
came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them. 
But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 
Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead upon the sea shore. 
And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the 
LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses. 
Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing 
unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

 
 



We say together the Cantate Domino. Psalm 98 
O SING unto the LORD a new song; * for he hath done marvellous things. 
With his own right hand, and with his holy arm, * hath he gotten himself the victory. 
The LORD declared his salvation; * his righteousness hath he openly showed in the sight of the 
heathen. 
He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward the house of Israel; * and all the ends of the world 
have seen the salvation of our God. 
Show yourselves joyful unto the LORD, all ye lands; * sing, rejoice, and give thanks. 
Praise the LORD upon the harp; * sing to the harp with a psalm of thanksgiving. 
With trumpets also and shawms, * O show yourselves joyful before the LORD, the King. 
Let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is; * the round world, and they that dwell therein. 
Let the floods clap their hands, and let the hills be joyful together before the LORD; * for he cometh 
to judge the earth. 
With righteousness shall he judge the world, * and the peoples with equity. 
 
The Third Lesson. Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in 
the midst of the valley which was full of bones, 
And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; 
and, lo, they were very dry. 
And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest. 
Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word 
of the LORD. 
Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall 
live: 
And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD. 
So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, 
and the bones came together, bone to his bone. 
And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them 
above: but there was no breath in them. 
 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith 
the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 
So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up 
upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 
Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our 
bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. 
Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open 
your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. 
And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought 
you up out of your graves, 



And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye 
know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD. 
 

We say together the Deus misereatur. Psalm 67 
 
GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us, * and show us the light of his countenance, and be merciful 
unto us; 
That thy way may be known upon earth, * thy saving health among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise thee, O God; * yea, let all the peoples praise thee. 
O let the nations rejoice and be glad; * for thou shalt judge the folk righteously, and govern the nations 
upon earth. 
Let the peoples praise thee, O God; * yea, let all the peoples praise thee. 
Then shall the earth bring forth her increase; * and God, even our own God, shall give us his blessing. 
God shall bless us; * and all the ends of the world shall fear him. 

 
The Forth Lesson. Isaiah 4:2-6 
In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be 
excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. 
And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be 
called holy, even every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem: 
When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the 
blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of burning. 
And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud 
and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence. 
And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, 
and for a covert from storm and from rain. 
 

We say together the Benedic, anima mea. Psalm ciii. 
PRAISE the LORD, O my soul; * and all that is within me, praise his holy Name. 
Praise the LORD, O my soul, * and forget not all his benefits: 
Who forgiveth all thy sin, * and healeth all thine infirmities; 
Who saveth thy life from destruction, * and crowneth thee with mercy and loving-kindness. 
O praise the LORD, ye angels of his, ye that excel in strength; * ye that fulfil his commandment, and 
hearken unto the voice of his word. 
O praise the LORD, all ye his hosts; * ye servants of his that do his pleasure. 
O speak good of the LORD, all ye works of his, in all places of his dominion: * praise thou 
the LORD, O my soul.. 
 
 
 



 
 

Evensong 
 
Then likewise the leader shall say, 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Answer. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
The leader shall say, 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Leader. Praise ye the Lord. 
Answer. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
  
Then shall follow a Portion of the Psalms, followed by the Gloria Patri: 
 
Psalm 27 
THE LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * the LORD is the strength of my life; 
of whom then shall I be afraid? 
When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, * they stumbled 
and fell. 
Though an host of men were laid against me, yet shall not my heart be afraid; * and though there rose 
up war against me, yet will I put my trust in him. 
One thing have I desired of the LORD, which I will require; * even that I may dwell in the house of the 
LORD all the days of my life, to behold the fair beauty of the LORD, and to visit his temple. 
For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his tabernacle; * yea, in the secret place of his dwelling 



shall he hide me, and set me up upon a rock of stone. 
And now shall he lift up mine head * above mine enemies round about me. 
Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation, with great gladness: * I will sing and speak praises 
unto the LORD. 
Hearken unto my voice, O LORD, when I cry unto thee; * have mercy upon me, and hear me. 
My heart hath talked of thee, Seek ye my face: * Thy face, LORD, will I seek. 

O hide not thou thy face from me, * nor cast thy servant away in displeasure.   

Thou hast been my succour; * leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
When my father and my mother forsake me, * the LORD taketh me up. 
Teach me thy way, O LORD, * and lead me in the right way, because of mine enemies. 
Deliver me not over into the will of mine adversaries: * for there are false witnesses risen up against 
me, and such as speak wrong. 
I should utterly have fainted, * but that I believe verily to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of 
the living. 
O tarry thou the LORD'S leisure; * be strong, and he shall comfort thine heart; and put thou thy trust 
in the LORD. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost; 
AS it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 
 
 
Psalm 23 
THE LORD is my shepherd; * therefore can I lack nothing. 
He shall feed me in a green pasture, * and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
He shall convert my soul, * and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness for his Name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; * for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
Thou shalt prepare a table before me in the presence of them that trouble me; * thou hast anointed 
my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 
Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; * and I will dwell in the 
house of the LORD for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost; 
AS it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 
 
Then shall be read the First Lesson, according to the Table or Calendar. 
 
Job 19:21-27a 
Have mercy on me, have mercy on me, O you my friends, 
for the hand of God has touched me!  
Why do you, like God, pursue me? 
Why are you not satisfied with my flesh?  
“Oh that my words were written! 
Oh that they were inscribed in a book!  



Oh that with an iron pen and lead 
they were engraved in the rock forever!  
For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.  
And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I shall see God,  
whom I shall see for myself, 
and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
My heart faints within me! 
 
After which shall be sung or said the Hymn called Magnificat, as followeth. 
 
Magnificat. St. Luke i. 46. 

 
MY soul doth magnify the Lord, * and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded * the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth * all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me; * and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him * throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; * he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things; * and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; * as he promised to our forefathers, 
Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost; 
AS it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 
 
Then a Lesson of the New Testament, as it is appointed. 
 
Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 



might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has 
been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We 
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also 
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
And after that shall be sung or said the Hymn called Nunc dimittis, 

 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen * thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared * before the face of all people; 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, * and to the Holy Ghost; 
AS it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 
 
Then shall be said the Apostles’ Creed by all people. 
 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin 
Mary: Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The 
third day he rose again from the dead: He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty: From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints: The Forgiveness of 
sins: The Resurrection of the body: And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Leader first pronouncing, 
 
The Lord be with you. 
Answer. And with thy spirit. 
Leader. Let us pray. 
 
OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



 
Leader. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 
Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 
Leader. O Lord, save the State. 
Answer. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Leader. Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
Answer. And make thy chosen people joyful. 
Leader. O Lord, save thy people. 
Answer. And bless thine inheritance. 
Leader. Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Answer. For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest us dwell in safety. 
Leader. O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Answer. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
Then shall be said the Collect for the Day, and after that the Collects and Prayers following.  
Easter Even 
GRANT, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of thy blessed Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, so 
by continual mortifying our corrupt affections we may be buried with him; and that through the 
grave, and gate of death, we may pass to our joyful resurrection; for his merits, who died, and was 
buried, and rose again for us, the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Peace. 
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy 
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may pass our 
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Aid against Perils. 
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
In Time of Great Sickness and Mortality. 
O MOST mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto thee for succour. 
Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill to all those who minister to the sick; 
prosper the means made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our 
life is, we may apply our hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
(You may continue here for the full service of Evening Prayer, or stop and off your own prayers and 
have a time of devotion). 
 
A Prayer for The President of the United States, and all in Civil Authority. 



Almighty God, whose kingdom is everlasting and power infinite; Have mercy upon this whole land; 
and so rule the hearts of thy servants THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, The Governor of this 
State, and all others in authority, that they, knowing whose ministers they are, may above all things 
seek thy honour and glory; and that we and all the People, duly considering whose authority they 
bear, may faithfully and obediently honour them, according to thy blessed Word and ordinance; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth ever, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for the Clergy and People. 
Almighty and everlasting God, from whom cometh every good and perfect gift; Send down upon our 
Bishops, especially +Walter and +Robert, and other Clergy, and upon the Congregations committed to 
their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and, that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the 
continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for All Conditions of Men. 
O God, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech thee for all sorts and conditions 
of men; that thou wouldest be pleased to make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health unto all 
nations. More especially we pray for thy holy Church universal; that it may be so guided and governed 
by thy good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, 
and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Finally, we 
commend to thy fatherly goodness all those who are any ways afflicted, or distressed, in mind, body, 
or estate; that it may please thee to comfort and relieve them, according to their several necessities; 
giving them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. And this we 
beg for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 
 
(Here pause and offer your own prayers and thanksgivings.) 
 
A General Thanksgiving. – Prayed together 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, thine unworthy servants, do give thee most humble and 
hearty thanks for all thy goodness and lovingkindness to us, and to all men. We bless thee for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all, for thine inestimable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies that our hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name 



thou wilt grant their requests; Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be 
most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
2 Cor. xiii. 14. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with 
us all evermore. Amen. 
 

 
 

Here endeth the Order of Evening Prayer.  


